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Definitions and context
Gun violence = community firearm violence (CFV) 

Beard et al. JAMA, 2021; Goldstick et al. NEJM, 2022.



What is public health?
• Addresses systemic inequities that impact health 

• Employs a population-based approach that focuses 
on societies as a whole rather than individuals 

• Looks upstream at root causes of health issues and 
attempts to prevent them 

• Takes a holistic approach to health in its most 
effective interventions 

American Public Health Association, What is Public Health? Episode 1 of "That's Public Health,“ 2021



Gun violence public health solutions

Kunitz, South, WAPO, 2021

• Federal, state, and local 
policies 

• Built environment 
improvements 

• Hospital and community-
based programs 

• Social services 



Current media narratives

Marvel D et al. More than Mass Shootings: Gun Violence Narratives in CA News. Issue, 2018; Jones LA. 
Lights, Camera, Crime. The Philadelphia Inquirer, 2022. Beard JH et al. BMC Public Health, 2024

• Episodic (80%) 

• Crime frame 

• Primary or only narrators 
police (51%) 

• Police imagery (79%) 

• Similar across platforms 

• Rooted in racist news 
practices 



Firearm-injured people’s perspectives

• 26 recent gunshot 
wound survivors 

• Qualitative 
interviews 

• Thematic analysis 

Beard JH et al. Social Science and Medicine Qualitative Research, 2022



Beard JH et al. Social Science and Medicine Qualitative Research, 2022

Feeling dehumanized

“They didn’t even go into detail. It was just ‘a female 
victim shot in her leg and she survived.’ That was it. [I 
was] just a gunshot victim and it’s like taken lightly, and 
then they just start talking about sports […] They didn’t 
ask me any questions. There was no calls made to me 
or talk to me personally. They didn’t tell the story from 
my perspective. It was like she was shot and that’s it. I 
would prefer if they asked me specific feelings about 
me, if they actually interviewed me instead of just 
writing it like I’m a nobody.” 



Beard JH et al. Social Science and Medicine Qualitative Research, 2022

Negative impact on public safety

“I would talk to a journalist for a change, not to exploit 
me. I would basically let them know your [reporting] is 
not balanced. You report the gun violence but why not 
do a follow-up report […] for the victims, the survivors, 
the families that had to bury these people, the whole 
process? Just don’t do a guy got shot over there, a guy 
got shot over here. You’re making people more fearful. 
You’re more fearful, you’re going to arm yourself more.” 



Defining harmful reporting

Beard JH et al. PLOS One, 2024

• Delphi panel of 21 experts 

• Lived experience of CFV 
(29%) 

• Journalism practice (57%) 

• Scholars (29%) 

• Social-ecological model 
informed theorized levels 
of harm 



Harmful news content elements

Beard JH et al. PLOS One, 2024



Harmfulness ratings

Beard JH et al. PLOS One, 2024



PCGVR collaborative workshop



PCGVR Tool-kit

Available at pcgvr.org



Gun violence prevention reporting

• Trauma-informed 

• Empathetic 

• Solutions  

• Public health frame  



Root Causes

Solutions

Public Health 
Visuals

Epidemiologic 
Context 

Public Health 
Narrators

.

Elements of a public health frame



Contact information

pcgvr.org 

@jessicabeard 

@pcgvr.org 


